
September 9, 2020

Dear Colleagues,

As infectious diseases physicians and researchers, microbiologist and immunologists,

epidemiologists and health policy leaders, we stand united in efforts to develop and promote

science-based solutions that advance human health and prevent suffering from the coronavirus

pandemic. In this pursuit, we share a commitment to a basic principle derived from the

Hippocratic Oath: Primum Non Nocere (First, Do No Harm).

To prevent harm to the public’s health, we also have both a moral and an ethical responsibility to
call attention to the falsehoods and misrepresentations of science recently fostered by Dr. Scott

Atlas, a former Stanford Medical School colleague and current senior fellow at the Hoover

Institute at Stanford University. Many of his opinions and statements run counter to established

science and, by doing so, undermine public-health authorities and the credible science that

guides effective public health policy. The preponderance of data, accrued from around the

world, currently supports each of the following statements:

� The use of face masks, social distancing, handwashing and hygiene have been shown to

substantially reduce the spread of Covid-19. Crowded indoor spaces are settings that

significantly increase the risk of community spread of SARS-CoV-2.

� Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 frequently occurs from asymptomatic people, including

children and young adults, to family members and others. Therefore, testing

asymptomatic individuals, especially those with probable Covid-19 exposure is important

to break the chain of ongoing transmission.

� Childrenof all ages can be infectedwith SARS-CoV-2.While infectionis lesscommon

in children than in adults, serious short-term and long-termconsequencesof Covid-19are

increasinglydescribed in children and young people.

� The pandemic will be controlledwhen a large proportionof a populationhas developed

immunity(referredto as herd immunity)and that the safest path to herd immunityis

throughdeploymentof rigorouslyevaluated,effective vaccines that have been approved

by regulatoryagencies.



Commitment to science-based decision-making is a fundamental obligation of public

health policy. The rates of SARS-CoV-2 infection in the US, with consequent morbidity

and mortality, are among the highest in the world. The policy response to this pandemic

must reinforce the science, including that evidence-based prevention and the safe
development, testing and delivery of efficacious therapies and preventive measures,

including vaccines, represent the safest path forward. Failure to follow the science -- or

deliberately misrepresenting the science – will lead to immense avoidable harm.

We believe that social and economic activity can reopen safely, if we follow policies that

are consistent with science. In fact, the countries that have reopened businesses and

schools safely are those that have implemented the science-based strategies outlined

above.

As Stanford faculty with expertise in infectious diseases, epidemiology and health policy,

our signatures support this statement with the hope that our voices affirm scientific,

medical and public health approaches that promote the safety of our communities and

nation.
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� Incontrast,encouragingherd immunitythrough uncheckedcommunitytransmissionis

not a safe public healthstrategy. Infact, this approachwould do the opposite,causinga

significant increaseinpreventable cases, sufferingand deaths,especiallyamong

vulnerablepopulations,such as older individualsand essential workers.
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